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To the Right Honourable! Edward, 
' Earl of Clarendon, Lord High Chan- 

|  cellor of England, &c, 
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Right Honorable, 


WU Amfo much a Stranger to your Lordſhip, that T 
beleevethe ſubſcribing my Name, will bur little 
: benefit -your Lordſhips knowledge of me; and 
©. checaufe about which I write, being meerly the 
 clearing-of my ſelf, is of fo petty concernment, that 
I am atraid, inſtead of procuring your-Lordſhips good. 
. . opinion, it may expoſe me to'your Cenlure,; and 
. though I. purge my {elf from all-other wy ſappoſed 
: Crimes, yet the very undertaking to trouble your 
Þ Lordſhip with a'matter ſo mackbelow you, may ren- 
' der me guilty of a very tranſcendent preſumption, 
But, my. Lord, fince:none who is made ſo confide- 
rable as to: be 'reputed-dangerous, canbe too mean 
-r0-appear in his owne juſt defence, and ſince your 
'Lordſhip hath already ſuffered your Goodneſs fo 
- muck to bee wrought upon, as ina manner to con- 
-demn meunheard' and ſeem to conceive of me, as1 
have been lately repreſented, for a dire&. Enemy un- 
'tothe Church, and but meanly affected to the Sretes 
'I thoaght-it -neceflary;: if for no.other reſpeR, yer ; 
For the ſake of of Truch 
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(which alwates ſuffers in the _ +: 


-Oppreſſion -of any oneof her followers) to remove | * 
your Lordſhips ins Y4 making'a kind of P ub. by 
TT a - ic 


lick Confeffion of my Faith, to vindicate my elf 
from thoſe ſuſpicions, whictvif well grounded would 
render mee not only tacapable of Preferment ( the 
want of which-I ſhall never complain of ) but like- 
wiſe unworthy of any Protection, —- - + 
To begin therefore with that which makes the 
loudeſt noyſe in the World, and thatis, a ſappoſal 
that [am no friend to Biſhops z I need ſay no more in 
juſtification of my ſelf than what I have already af- 
ſerted,not only in my Laiine Diſſertation upon that 
De Prechyteris Subject, bur likewtſe in the Preface to that very 
& Eziſcopis, Book which firſt begar the ſuſpicion ---- I then ſaid, 
| Greaz Queſtion [hat 1 w4# 4 firitk obſerwer of the Dotirin of the Charch 
Kc. - of England, a it was contazned inthe thirty nine alrti- 
+ Diſcourſe 2- cles ( as my ſeveral Treatiſes againſt * Athesſwmr, + S- 
wm North: cinianiſm, * Arminianiſm, and + Popery doe witneſs ) 
ul axd for that which is the prime branch of Diſcipline, viz. 
ri Epifcopacy , or the ſubordrnation between Biſhops and 
nienee. Presbyters z, 1 dot awne it to be of Apeſtolical Inflitmtion, 
© Treaciſe of phat 55, as 1 wnderftand it, Jure IvInO; at leaſt 1 think 
by crees, » . 

+ Treaiſe a- 1 48 able to'ſay as much for the Order of Biſhops in the 
painſt the Poprs Church, 43 any can for the Bapiizing of Infants, for the 
—— _ of the Sabbath, for Tubes, or for any thing elſe, 

which hath no particular Divine precept, but only Primi- 

tive pratice and example to warrant tt. Aud therefoje 

in conformity 26 this Principle of mine, when the Biſhops 

were ſunk loweſt, not only for Pomp, bat likewiſe for Re- 

Putetion;and when no temptatien enher of profit or conve+ 

nience, but rather the comtrary,con!d work upon'me,1 then 

The Reverend Choſe to be Ordained by one of them; which is 4 ſafficient 

and Learn:d  Argurment of my reality and Reepafirſe This, my Lord, 
riece on Nev, -Was my judgement then, and-bating the words Fooe 
3. An, 1659. -Divipo (which unleſs they. betaken ina limited and 
It ; reſtrat. 
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reſtrained ſenſe, are more than the” Canſe will bear, 
becauſe there is no mentionof Biſhops as a diftin& or- 
der in Scripture ) it is my judgement ſtill; for though 


| Tknow that @iAozgurTeia, Or 20 avbitions affeiZation of 


Primacy, and all manner of Lordlineſs. is to.-bee avoy- 
ded by Cbareh-of ficers, yet I could never lee any rea- 
fon why there might not as well be different. places 
and degrees for the Rulers of the. Church, as ic is 
evident thereis difference of gifts, and great diſparity 
of endownients : Sa that for the order of Biſhops, as 
choſen by, and ruling with their Presbyters, and by 
conſent acting in an eminent way of Power, I acknow- 
ledge it to be a Primitive uſage, and accordingly I 
have been, and am likely alwaies to prove an Aſſer- 
tor of them, | — "—» | 
_ -Having thus cleared my ſelf from that, which be- 
cauſe of your Lordſhips great devotion to the Church 
ef England in its preſent Conſtitution, was molt like- 
ly to prejudice me in your Lordihips thoughts, I ſhall 
nexc give an Account of my toclipation to the Civil 
Government ;, and though I can make it appear, that 
during our late Confuftons, I paſſed my lite with' ſo 
much-innocence, and fo little compliance to the.rhen 
uſurping Powers, that not one Publick Action I did 
but is capable of a fair and equitable Plea, yer ſince 
an Ad of Indempnity and Obltview is already paſſed, I 
think it my daty fo farre to comply with his Majeſties 
intentionin-granting that AR, as not co mentionany 
thing, how Tefenſible ſoeyer, which hee -hath com- 
manged ſhould be utterly forgotten, 

Togive therefore my preſent ſenſe, I can fincere- 
ty.profeſs, -that I have not only a Loyal, but a moſk 
A ESionate eſteem for his Majeſties Perſon and Go- 
rc Wy As ne 
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veriiment ;- for} ſince, ibefides the general obligation: 
of a Subject, I am bound by my Religion to prize 
Gratirude above all things, I could not be juſtſhould 
1 not ":moſt earneſtly. deſire the happineſs of -rhas 
Prince; unto whoſe finsle endeavours -I owe both 
my Civiland Religions Liberty z' for he mult needs be 
a very great ſtranger in this our 1fracl,- who doth not 
acknowledge -that his Majeſties Perſonal and Paſſto- 
nate interpoſing did confirm our 1ndempnity, and his 


- moſt pious and- unequalled Declaration hath ſuffici- 


ently evidenced, that he is not nnwilling te indulge 

the utmoſt extent of ſober and Chriſtian LZrbeyty g 
which are expreffions of {o:mmth goodneſs, inthe 
midſt of ſo great Power, and afterfo many-provoca- 
tions, that he hath not the heart of .a Man, mach 
leſs of a Chriſtian, who doth not alwates- preſerve a 
thankful remembrance of them; T amſure-they are 
ſo deeply impreſſed/upon me, : that if inany Writing 
of mine there be ſo'miuchas-a word,. which can'be 
wreſted to the leſſening of his Majeſties juſt Autho- 
rity, T intreat-your Lordſhip-to take- notice that I 
doe hereby utterly diſown it, a5s'being/direly con- 
trary to' my profeſſed Pritciples; whict lJead'me 'to 
no one point of ' owtward prattiſe-more'ſirily, than 
an exact and puncual obedience 'unto His Majeſties 
Commands., | DEER IIS EET 


- I muſt confeſſe , thiteyerfinde'T beerme a iChiri. 


ſian, which ſtile T do-nor own, 'either-to:miy-Birth;or 
Education; (having: then ſerfibly. experimented the 
great difficulty of beleeving) I alwaies doubted whe. 
therthe Magiſtrates Power did-properly-extend to 
things of a Rel7g70a Copternmeit arid'accordifigly I 
-bandle&rhat point, while 1t was A63/7v#42r6;and[before 

| ever 


bl "Ev 
ever there wazany fear of Impoſing; - Butfſince the 
Parliament now have decided that Controverfic,and. 
| put theatres pus:of Queſtion; 1;thjnk wy; ſelf, - not- 
| only dilcharged fiopy mgdhinge with My bur lizewile: ; 168 
conclude&by what Lhaye already: dechared ,- which Preface ro the 
was in theſe very words; - That though fer the preſent, 2 EF 
1 make aſe of that Indulgence, which His Majejly hath 
| been pleaſed to-aflom: wnio- Tender Conſtiences, that is, 
Y to all Ratiogal 4nd ſober "Oby iſftiens (the-contivnance -off 
which, I dare-not ſo wuchnreng His eMejeſties Goodneſ”, 
4s once to queſtion) yet ſhould Hu Hajeſty be prevails 
- 1- ed upon , for ſome Reaſon of Statq, to exjoyn, extward 
| 


Conformity.z 1 amreſolued, by the help of God, dither 
to ſubmit with chearfulneſſe; or elſe to ſuffer with ſilence. 
For as there ts an Active Diſabedience, which &, to- Re- 
pts fo there is a Paſſive Diſebedicnce, and that is, to 
Repinez, neither of which 1 ca by any means approve of; 
ſince whajeotx 1 cannot gopſciencionſly dec 1'think my 
f ſelf obliged 0 ſuffer for,c with 4s, wich joy,) and: with as 
| litle refiftante, as if. any othey Act of Obrdience were- 
| called for from mee, 1 may perhaps be too partial 
t0,My {elf bus certainly ingegeral 1 may prononnces 
that, whoever preſerves this Temper; lethis-Jutge: 
ment be whatitwill, in geference-to.Certpronits;! yet 
hee cannot be ſuppoſed incompatible -withi waies: of 
Publick ſafety - {ince hee'that guierly ſuffers the Pes - 
nalyy of any Law, I meag, where tis aLaw angerly 
of putward; Quger, doth as really-ful6!:the intent of 
ic, as hee-thag actually performs all: irs 'IajunCtions; 
for — of mcg Goth: argue: a rs than 
ordinary degree of Love,[and that, in the-Apoftles 
+ſen(e,, i the fulfilling uf.the Law. -Agd without ſpeak+ 
ing any thong inwy own/Commendation, my ſlower 
anger : 
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Maa (8) —_ 
under. my: Hlegp] exclufic from my place in Chpif 
Church, and my late voluntary forſaking' a c__ I 
was poſſeſſed of, that Imight prevent any pofſibiliry 
of ſeerning to difobey Publick Authority, doth ſuf 
ficiently proclaim the peaceableneſs of my Temper, © 

But, my Lord, ſhould I ever have ſo far ſtept out' 
of the bounds of my Calling, as to write a Publick 
Mements (which in-the very name of it; contradicts | 
the A ot oblivies) ſhould I have ſo much afperſed- - 1 
the preſent Government, as to ſay, That Defamers 
of the Government, if Presbyterians, ſcape better than 
their CAceuſers: That Promoters aud Fuſtifiers of the '+ 
P.8. 82S. aurder of the late King ; 'are flil continutd Publick A 
Preachers, and can come off for Trinting and Publiſhing 
down-right Treaſon, when 1 have much adoe to eſcape for 
P. 233. zelling it, Should I have ſaid, That great d#ngers are 
ſtill remaining, in not preferring the Kings Friend , 
( as if bis Majeſty would-prefer any, bur thoſe that. 
were of unfulpe&ted Loyaley ) ſhould I have added 
further, That the danger wu great, and number alſo of 18- 
choſen Fuſtices: All which paſſages direQly. tend nor 
_— m__ the Gong bur _ Tis 
diculous, as ifit were not pohtick'enongh topreſerve 
irſelf, Should 1, after Thad in fore fotehtr Puthphitet | 
expreſly libelled your Lordfhip, afterwards by mak- | 


ACMEnts. p. 6. 
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P. 1053 ing ſome dull Aphoriſms about a Favearite,labourto 


abuſe you to your face; 1 ſhould then think Lhad 


done enough to deſerve, not' wy the Nime,'dur | 
I:kewiſe the Puniſhment, tlitt is due to. one that is 
faQious atid turbulent, 


.. Yet, my Lord, all this; 4nd'ſomething worle #2. | 
aid in Print, by- one Mri 'Z*Pfrange, "a Gtfitlernin,” 


whom I never ſaw, but yet-I'hr  liekrd/To much i 
; , SE. of 
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vofhim, that think my Telf obliged ro rhajik him 
for 'his Defamations of mee; ſince, by confeffing 


himſelf, in the ſame Book; to be guilty of Dranken-* 49 4 


#tffe and Prophaneneſſe;'hee hath faid-much more than 
T'can.-knownigly charge him'wvith, and Tam ſure 
more thanenough to diſcredit. his own 'Teſtimony. 
For hee that is neither Sober to himſelf, nor Religious 
to God, cannor poſhibly be Fj} and Civil ro men; 
and Imypicty will cafily lead him to Porgery : Ifhall nor 
therefore ſeem to plead: my'own. Concetnment, a+ 
gainſt himz ſince my Credit and Efteera with Good 
mens either very l:tttle, and then my ſo)licicouſneſs 
will buclittle promote itg or, eMe jr ts ſo great, 'that 
itis already placed beyond the Reach of ſuch Ride 
Afults and Barrery, and-needs not my own/Pen 'fer 
its Defence and Vindication, es 1 oc 

But, my Lord, 'how-careleſs ſoever Tam offecu- 
ring my -own Fame , yet in zeal to the Pub- 
lick Honour and Faith of our Nation, T miſt-rake 
leave toſay this, that for any to dedicate'a Book ro 
your ſhip (who are by your place the. great 
Coanſervator of our Laws) and- 'in it-preſumae- to 
break that very'Law, which His Majeſty hath ap- 
peared-to be moſt tender of;/ and thar ſo openly, is 20 
revive the mention of our War, 'under the Ticle of 


| DP. 65. & 2:50. 


Rebe ſow, to call the Lords and Commons then af- 
ſcmbled in Partfament, a Company of Schiſmaticks 
pert hee yarns rhe mn 
ty of London,who either never intentionally forfeted, 
or elſe have Nobly redeemed the miſtake'of _ 
Loyalty + - This, my Lord, is an'in{olenee of fo in 


y | 
Tele Wnrites as, "© vue Tora Leave) 
ſopprelſs it; then hiolove'their Honoutd above their 


B * lives 
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— I | 
hres, Hl.nog think themſelves faicly dealt with, For 


mult leave it ro your Lordſhip to judge, how lietle 
-fecurity wee way expe. from. ad of our old Laws,, 
HY 


and how lictle Qbediencecan-juſt 


be exated unto 


. 


the New ones, if, in-the face of the world, and: with 


your Lordſhips Privityz nay under your -ProteRtion, 


our late Agra. Charts: can. be, in- the very Terms: 


and Deſign of ic, ſo apparently violated. . 


| Tknow-very well,. that the Perſon whe: doth this, 


preſumes much upon. his former Loyalty; and would 
make his- paſt Services compound for his preſent 
Frenzy; and truly, my Lord,l.muſt confefs,thathad 
all shisill Language been vented by .ong of whoſe 
hoaefty:there never had beenany ſuſpicion; bad one 


defied ahe Presbyteriavs, as this: Author is pleaſed: 


tocall all that are not of his,that is,that are of any Ro: 


 ligion-). whoſe Lyfe, or at leaſt whole Zogaley; bad 
beenjuntanged z then the. worthineſs of the Perſon: 


would: very much have mitigated the .jinfamy,vbf-bis 


Slanders;. buc for Shimeizo carie Abſalom - har:Grame 


wells Spy. to: cry out Treaſox;,. for the Projeifors Ear- 
wigge, £Orayl upon the Kings Premice4, this isa thing 


ſ@ very indecent, and ingopgruogs, [thes nothing. but 


your Lord(hips condemning Maſter 3h/rauge'2o bis 


owne FF hip, of, becaute that 15 89 finark enough, :to- 


evhinags.ollerbl {s of ſobvury'. 
-! BOT WALL 


know your LArghup 1s inily-acqualntes With, that ed 
IP | 4 very 


| (9). as 
very ' Pamphleter did heretofore —_— ſollicice 

That he might be admitred-te privateC ence with 

(O/pver, and humbled himſelf co fo: low an cbbe of 
-baſeneſs, that he often brought his Fiddle under his 
Cloak to facikirare his. Encry 4 and when he. ſaw that 
crafty Tyrant would: not 'admic of one;! whoni. hee 


 -Enevw nnfit for the management'sf a ſerious Treaſon ;- 


hee then by: lictle Bribes, beſtowed upon his neateſt 


i Artendaats,! ſhewed:how willing hee ws to purchaſe 


Accefſeat any-Rate; All: which: Atcetnpes! were 
-n6thingelſe, bur ſo:much unfledged Treafoni,- which 
-would'not {0 long'have fluctered 1n the dark; had buc 
that Tyrant thought him worthylef imploymepgt, and 
added wings unto hisxwaxendiſpoſition, 

And thus, my Lord, though perhaps-with' wiore 
-brevicy, than 'the Cauſe, yet greater length than 


«our Lotdſhips' Occaſions will bear, I have noe only 


detended my ſelf, but likewiſe uncaſed my Accu- 
fer; foryhon' whilsD implore your Lordſhips Mer- 
cy (for as he ftands thus naked in his colours, Faftice 
will never ſpare him) I begg nothing for my ſelf, 
but ſo much Zquity, that I may have leave to plead - 
my om caufe ar your Eordiiips Br), before you: 
conclude mee guilty; and fince, I doubt not but your 
Lordſhip will allow, that difference in Opinion about. 


| Religions Matters, mayealily be reconciled to a candid 


purſuance of the fame Czvil Interefts; fince civ:rfity 
in Habits, need not alter the diſpoſition in Hearts; and 

fince yo deſires fincerely to ſerve God, onght 

.not to.be coanted a.ſtrapger, bi ſervss-hiw 
not in his neighbours faſhion : As long as there is an 

Eternal Truth in ſuch kind of Principles, and Mode- 
ration enough in your Lordſhip tocloſe with them, 
23 : 
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TibmllvocG Hs vr Jour GootereTiod 
_ of your-Favyour. ;7 —_— —_— ory 
_of your Lordthip's Flowers, 


-of your Power; Yet I can affure your; L 
your great Perſonal-Wortb, - and the gr 5 
Qu r Civil accomp liens , ary er with that 
- Arie Leap League po _ on Reſemblance 
.of Virtuans wy s$-produce,. berweet 
.your nd _thac Right Hongurableand-tzuly 
Noble Perſon, towhom I am-related, are ſolely-r 
Hected upen by mee, when] take: leave thus 


you for the-Enginence/of z 


Ihre eA ſelf” on ls Fay e350 
e _Y 7 Th iN 52-8 
A Rt. *  Yow ons Lordlbips mo homble 
EE. and moſt obedient Servants 
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